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The concept of filling the amendment tree has two meanings. First, as 
illustrated in Figure 7.2, every available branch (or limb) of the tree is filled 
according to the chart in play. As a result, senators cannot offer further 
amendments until a limb comes open. Second, if the only amendments 
offered were Senator A’s amendment to the text and the second-degree per-
fecting amendment offered by Senator C, the tree would be full, even though 
a branch of the tree is open, because the principles of precedence prevent 
senators from offering a motion of lower precedence (the second-degree 
substitute) to a motion of higher precedence (the second-degree perfecting).
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Figure 7.2  Amendment to Insert

Source: Floyd Riddick and Alan Frumin, Riddick’s Senate Procedure: Precedents and 
Practices (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1992), 74.


